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French ambassador to Argentina, Antoine Blanca, told reporters in Buenos Aires on May 28 that
the European Economic Community (EEC) was not the "bad guy in this film" of Argentina's
problems with finding markets for its exports. Later, he claimed that President Francois Mitterrand
supports the inclusion of two non-European countries Canada and Argentina in an association
with Paris to build the European version of the US "Star Wars" defense system, known as the
Eureka Defense Plan. At the press conference, Blanca discussed topics likely to be discussed at a
June 3-4 meeting of French and Argentine officials in Paris, and several bilateral relations issues.
Argentine Foreign Minister Dante Caputo was scheduled to travel to Paris on his first "official"
visit of this type on invitation by French counterpart Jean Bernard Raymond. The second round
of these bilateral meetings, said Blanca, does not propose trade expansion, but rather further
development of possibilities for cooperation projects between Argentine and French companies. The
Ambassador noted that trade between the two nations totals about $600 million per year. Regarding
European protectionism affecting Argentine products, Blanca said, "The French government
knows that Argentina wishes to reestablish relations with the Community. But the information
[about protectionism] is not accurate. The European Economic Community is not the bad guy
of the movie." Some of the cooperation projects mentioned by the ambassador during the press
conference follow: exploration contract for the Hydra fields (Ushuaia) granted to a French company,
representing some $250 million in total investment; construction of the Hotel Llao-Llao in the
Argentine resort town of Bariloche with the participation of French capital; completion in next few
days of an agreement between French and Argentine customs toward the modernization of import
procedures; delivery of 150 diesel-electric locomotives by a French- Argentine consortium consisting
of Alsthom, Materfer and Bombardier; and, French participation in priority public works, including
the renovation and modernization of the Argentine telephone system. (Basic data from Argentine
news agency, DYN, 05/28/87)
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